
 

Save the date: 4th August 2013! 

Budget Hobart Fun Run 
5km and 2.5km events 

Budget Hobart Fun Run event dedication 
 

If you needed a reason to run the Budget Hobart Fun run in August this year – read 

on. This fun run was first inspired by Pete Keenan’s (race director) daughter Felicity 

and her time in the Royal Hobart Hospital, however there are two other inspirational 

young people that also influenced its beginnings – and Pete's commitment to it 

every year: 

  

Marcus Struss was a young man who suffered from Cystic Fibrosis. Pete described 

Marcus as truly inspirational, always having a smile on his face and offered 

encouragement to Pete’s family when they on the ward. Pete, his wife and Felicity 

would spend hours in the evenings playing board games with Marcus – which Pete 

remembers fondly. On his passing Pete approached Marcus’ family and asked if the 

Run could be dedicated in Marcus’ memory. 

  

John Tubbs was another young man that Pete encountered in the hospital while 

doing volunteer work. John suffered from leukaemia, but before becoming ill was a 

very active young man who loved sport and competing in soccer and little 

athletics. John's family wanted him to be remembered in some way and since he 

loved running, Pete decided to have the school event dedicated to his memory. 

John's family are involved every year, his dad takes photos of the run, his mum and 

sister and brother always compete. 

 

Please support the Royal Hobart Hospital Paediatric Unit through the Budget Hobart 

Fun Run and their ongoing care of patients like Felicity, Marcus and John. 

www.budgetfunrun.org.au May 2013 

RANDOM* RUNNER PROFILE  
Ok, so the first Random Runner isn’t exactly a "random" selection - we asked one of Tassie’s best runners to kick it off. 

Anyone who has ever done a Tassie fun run has probably been passed by Grant Page at some point (maybe even 

twice), yelled out "Go Pagey!" like you know him personally, or seen him at the finish line looking like he hasn’t even 

broken a sweat….although I guess technically by the time most of us get there he’s probably had time to go home, 

shower and grab a coffee… 

 

So we thought we’d ask him a few hard-hitting questions….well, ok not really – we actually presented a bunch of rather 

light-hearted questions - it is called a FUN run after all!  Sure, he can run a sub 30 minute 10km…but what's he really 

like? We weren’t really sure what to expect [zero response was a real possibility...] so we actually threatened to track 

him down mid training run to get some answers. Sure, a somewhat flawed plan given that just maybe we wouldn't be 

able to actually catch him... Turns out, we didn't have to - he was more than happy to humour us (whew!) - and he 

seems like a pretty nice guy too – doesn’t exaggerate his run times but happy to throw in a white lie to jump the port-a-

loo queue…Hey - we've all done that. Check it out: 

Get running! 

May is the month of fun runs - so get out there and give one a go!  Check out the links below. You don't have to be an elite 

athlete to have a go! 

Our Sponsors… thankyou! 

Without the generous support of 

our sponsors, none of this would 

be possible.   Especially our 

principal sponsor, Budget Car & 

Truck rental Tasmania.   If you 

knew how much time, effort and 

financial support these guys 

have put into this event of the 

years you wouldn’t rent a car 

from anyone else.  

Please support our sponsors as 

they so generously give back to 

the community  

http://www.budgetfunrun.org.au/
http://www.budgetfunrun.org.au/
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RUNNER PROFILE: Grant PAGE 

 

Nickname: Pagey 

1- How long have you been running? 

 I started running when I was 6. I joined Claremont little athletics. We started distance running at 10 years 

 of age. I wasn't really a natural talent but went alright. It's been a lot of hard work to get to where I am 

 now.  

2- Favourite Tassie fun run (after the Budget 5k of course…) 

 Without a doubt my favourite Tassie run is the City to Casino. The race really suits me. Plus it carries a 

 good history and has some  prestige in my opinion.  

3- How many times have you done the Budget Fun Run? (and best time) 

 Fifteen or more times; and I've completed the 5km course in 14:25. The flat course has the potential to be quick, however being 

 fairly unsheltered means its often windy. Plus there are a few tight turns which tends to slow it down a bit.  

4- Best running moment ever 

 In 2011 I ran my fastest 1500 metres at Olympic park in Melbourne. It was a hotly contested race with an elite, international field of 

 runners. I actually tripped when we merged into lane 1 after the first 100 metres. I got up and fired up. I ended running 3:42:72 

 which is a lifetime personal best. It was great to run such an elite race and do in front a big crowd.  

5- Worst running moment ever 

 I was once randomly assaulted during a training run. Some random bloke punched me in the chest and cracked one of my ribs. 

 Luckily I outran him before too much damage was done. [Editor - no WAY!!] 

6- Worst race day preparation you’ve ever had? Give details (but not too many…!) 

 I think my worst race day preparation was working all day and then travelling to Launceston before racing a 5km race on a Friday 

 night. I thought I'd get away with it but far out I payed the price. 

7- Have you ever lied about how far/fast you’ve run (give specific example if possible) 

 I've never really lied about how far or fast I've ran. It really frustrates me when people lie about their training session. Although 

 sometimes if I have an average training session I tell my coach an average of the time I ran instead of telling him every rep result.  

8- Best fake excuse you’ve used/heard to get to ahead of the port-a-loo queue before a run? 

 Hmmmm port-a-loo. I always tell the people in front of me that apparently the toilet paper has ran out. Or someone has had an 

 accident in there and it’s really isn't nice in there. People find they no longer need to go any more.  

9- Is a fun run a good place to pick up? (give examples) 

 If you're on the prowl and looking for a partner, then a fun run is definitely a good place to pick up. You can see people at their worst 

 and strike up conversation about how the run went. And you have a common interest in running.  

10- Favourite or funniest running motivational sign/quote 

 Passion, patience and persistence. These are 3 words I like to use to describe how to be a successful distance runner. You have to 

 love it. Success is slow and you have to be in for the long haul and battle through the highs and lows.  

11- Next running goal (time or specific race) 

 My next personal goal is the Launceston 10. 4 years ago I ran 29:38 over the course and I'm aiming to get back into that shape 

 again.  

 

Best of luck for your Launceston 10 goal Grant - and thanks for your time!  

We agree - you have to love it. Quote of the month, Pagey! 
 

Upcoming Tassie fun runs: 

May 19th:City to Casino 
May 26th: Kingston Beach fun run 
June 16th:Launceston 10 

mailto:editor@budgetfunrun.org.au
http://budgetfunrun.us6.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=e9696ff6e087fde6a1a702f4a&id=118db49437&e=&c=ee48ac0a53
http://budgetfunrun.us6.list-manage.com/profile?u=e9696ff6e087fde6a1a702f4a&id=118db49437&e=
http://www.citytocasino.com.au/site/index.cfm?fuseaction=display_main&OrgID=4028
http://www.rotaryclubofkingston.org/funrun
http://www.launcestonten.com.au/

